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the Land-cess.    It will also be seen that, in oppos-
ing  any   considerable  reduction  for the purpose of
promoting elementary education of the amount now
given by Government to roads, my honourable col-
leagues  are  acting  in  opposition  to  the  intention
of those by whom the Act was passed:   the  more
so that  the  claim  of elementary education,   which
was   before   extremely   strong,    has   been   further
strengthened by the abolition (dictated by imperative
political expediency)  of the  House-tax,  which was
imposed  for  the  purposes   of   such   education.    It
appears to me that, in face of these circumstances,
the maintenance at its present amount of the " Pro-
vincial Grant" for roads, rather than an application
of part of it to elementary education, cannot possibly
be defended.    My own opinion, for which it seems to
me that I have shown sufficient grounds, is, that the
whole of that grant (admitting of course exceptions
on due cause proved) is not more than ought to be
given by Government to assist elementary education.
2.   It would  appear, however, that  there is no
possibility of an agreement between my honourable
colleagues and myself upon this question; and, con-
sidering on the other hand the extreme importance
which I attach to my proposal as affecting the future
welfare of this Presidency, it is incumbent on me to
neglect no legitimate means which may be at my
disposal with a view to its adoption.   I have therefore
felt it my duty anxiously to consider whether the
case was one in which I might properly avail myself